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Dear 11.r. Mcf.n.-ide: 
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. . . .. : ·. : . - . - .. . . . . . - · · . ·•· • · • •- '';"'- ·-· -r· _. , . This is in response to your letter of August 16, 1978; . . · -to ~.-ir .. Richard Harringto-r'\'" Pircctcr, c~rtification· Division,. · in -which you exp~essed your concern regarding the buraen .· -placed on the recreation(;}} vehicle industry by the 1~79 . --. model year light-c3uty trucl; dcfini t ·ion. You asl~ea seve~~l .· _·questions conc~rning potential certification reguire~ents · ··_. and tt"4mp £-ring penal tics dssociated \·'i th · acti,.:rities perfo:rm~o by member~ of your organization. ·Because your letter raised issues 1

•••1hich primarily c o ncerned enfcn.-cem~nt, . it has b~en forwarded to this office for response. 
. ~.S Nr. Thomas Pres..:ton of my staff eY..pl~ined dur.1ng a· ~telephone conversation -with you on September 1, . 1979, the following infonnation is being · provid~d in lieu of detailed ans~H?rS to the questions COntained in your l~tter,. t.110 believe h . . ~ t. ~.. . ... . 1 0""" Q • 1 

t lS tn .:.. ol-r.:a ion cworesscs your cortcerns re:gal-o.lng .-.,J ',,- !HOd~ year c01:1plete lic.:Jht-dut.y trnc};s. Hi th respect to incomplet~ · ·light-duty tl.-ucks 1 \'H~ are presently evaluatin~f - t.he information presented in your letter, as well as ~dditional oata,~ccently provided by other industry associations. - We intend fo state our policy for this class of vehicles in· the near futur~. Specific answers to y~ur questio~s ~ill be provided at a future date in the conte;.\t of the policy \·n: pla.n to irr;plen;~r,t: for 1980 rr.odel year complete · ana incomplt!te li9ht.-out.y trucks. 
For 1979 rnoc1e1 year complet·c light-duty trucks, ij . · lnanufacturer <)the:c than the ol.-igini~l nanufacturcr (hc·ceafter . n :;econd~l-y n~anufacture~-ll) \'1ho produces motor homes c.1r . -·· rnul tipurp:)~c VE-hicles by converting vans \·iill not be required . t;o CJbta in a certificate of conformity for any vehicle Hhi ch is introduced into·commercc in a condition which cxce~ds the c e l.- t i f i eo 1 i m i t s for v1 c i g h t or f 1-on t a 1 arc a • H o \olE! v e r , e v f:: r~' "•ehiclc~ sold to ~n ul tiniatr:- pu:r:- ·cha!".~r must be covcr<!d by the e~;i ssion \·HH.-1.-anty lilclndated by section 207 (id of the Cle:c-n '\ i r Ac t ( Ac t ) • 
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Vehicle lrtodifications which ~cJd weight or frontal 2rea 
_will ·not be consiaer~d rcffiOVing or rende~ing inoperative 
emi:;zion related components and, thercfol-c, Hill not be 
considered a violation of the tampering prohibitioris of· 
section 2 o 3 { a) { 3 ) of the Act . Eo •,·; e-v r: r , s c con a~ r y manu
factut"crs: \'\hO nooify vehicles so as to remove the vehicles 
from inclusion in the engine-system, c~aporative emission 
fruni ly, evaporative emission cotttrol sys ten co;~bination (as 
d~scribed in 40 C.P.R. 86.07B-2 and MSAPC Advicory Circula~ 
H~. 59) in which the·o~iginal vehicle w~s cc-t-tified r.tay be · 
subject to the proscriptions against tampering or selling 
uncC?rtified vc:-hicles. 1ndivic3uals who are not sure wh-ether 
th~ir rr.ooifications rernove . a vehicle _ £row th£ cOI"i'.bir,ation 

· specified above may contact Hr. Harrington in order to obtain 
an e.dvi SOX1' opin·ion- _ .. ·- . 

. . 

. With respect to both crnnplete and incomplete vehicles, · 
secondary manufactt~rers \tJhO \·~i!.;h "to designate 38 1979 IDOr:i£:13 

those \1ehicles Hhich \-..'ere certifiea by the oi·iginal rnanufacturer _· 
under re9ulations ~pplicable · to 197B model year \,~hic1es ,; TI!uy 
do so provided that the vehicles are covered by an emission 
warranty.- Our endorsement of this procedure is only applicable 
insof~r as it precludes liability for sale of· uncertified 
''ehicles pursuant t .o section 203 (a) of _the Cle~n l-ii r J-.ct ... 
Feder~l emission. stand~rds, as \·?ell as fuel economy and SGfety 
requirements, related to the original manufacture date of the 
vehicles will re~ain applicable. Moreover, any xequiYernents 
of the Federal Traae Commission, or other 1-'cc1era1 or stz.t~ 
agencies will, of course, also remain applicable. 

~he policy delineat~d in this letter pertains only -to 
1979 model year vehicles. This policy is being implemented 
because you e~-:pressed concern. that many Jnembers of the van 
modification industrv did not understand the ramifications of 
the change in the light-duty truck -regulations osF3J in light 
of the recently perceived consequenc~s, of the difficulty in 
effecting changes to the current p~actices of the industry at 
this late date. While the mann~r in which we will treat 
these -questions for 1980 and subsequent model year vehicles 
is now under consideration, we fullv exo~ct the recreation 
.vehic.le indust1.:y members to b~9in ,.,~~r}~i;tg Hith the original 
Jnanufactu'r:er~ to achieve solutions to the- prob1€::ns presented 
by your letter. Production o{ vehicles at weights and frontal 
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areas signific~ntly beyond the certification limits is 
r1ot t1 pr~ctice Hhicb He ~re lil~ely to connone in th~ futur.;. 
Moreover, \.;e reiterate Otn: ccn1cE·rn that · all rccrea"'.:.ionul 
vehicles be covered by the ~~':!iss ions \·n~rranty. 

l'le \'lOuld appreciate any COJ~ments that you or mt::mbers of 
l'Ollr industry might have \.;thich HOulo aid in our consideration 
of this matter. In particular, we request ·information reg~rding 
the veiqht and frontal ~rea ~dditions made bv secondarv manu-. . ·' --
facturers and, if avnilable, the number of vehicles actually 
completed above· thr: · cert.if:i.cation ana frontal area li~its for 
'light-doty truc1;s.. 1rt adc3ition, He would like an . indic.~tion 
.of the apprO>!imrite nU.J~ber of· VP-hi c;les \~hich, aft€:~ compl-2:tion r 

llvl.>ld fall into the hea·'."t)l-UUt.Jl clas:=,ificat.ion~ 

If you have any qu.estions, ple-ase :feel free to c!;.ntact 
Mr. Preston at (202) 755-0944. 

.. ·. 

cc: Nr; Richa~d .Ha-rrington. 

Very truly .i'ours~ · 

(jz.· t: · I , 1 .. . . . I] -rA ~ l. .. / ~.\. \.. .l .• ~ ,,. /;·~_.. :C. f 

Charle:? 1~. F.recc 
Actinq Director, Mobil~ Source 
Enforcern~nt Divis ion { EN~340) 

. ' 
' r 

.. 


